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Benchley; Directed by Irving Brecher; Assistant Director, Sam — 
Duning; Director of Photography, Joseph Biroc, A.S.C.; Art Di 
Film Editor, William A. Lyon, A.C.E.; Set Decorator, James M 
pervision, Ben Lane, S.M.A.; Sound Supervisor, Charles J. Rice; 


Orchestration, Arthur Morton; Produced by Philip Barry, Jr.; A P 


A Columbia Release. 


THE STORY 


(Not for Publication) An inept ex-Navy officer Gilbert Barrows an 


stumble in on “Captain” Bugsy F. Foglemeyer’s ambitious scheme 
using a kidnapped Liberty ship which Foglemeyer plans to sail fro 


equally misfit crew includes his nephew, Rodney; George, a men 


ald, an engineer, and Nickels, a penny-ante thief who specializes 


Along for the “cruise” is Bugsy’s girl friend, Virginia, who doesn’t 
“after-we’re married” philosophy. Gilbert pilots the ship to Boston, 


near-disasters as seasickness, fire, hurricane, collision and Bugsy. U 


robbery itself, Gilbert finally manages to attract Coast Guard att 


Elinor’s more elastic undergarments as a slingshot. When Bugsy an 


Elinor decides the time has come for her to use on Gilbert som 


lessons in the art of man-handling. 
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SPECIALTY DISPLAYS 
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Order Accessories From Your Columbia Exchange 
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Hope Sansberry 
Mark Myer 


Screenplay by Ruth Brooks Flippen, Bruce Geller; Based on the novel by Nathaniel 


Buck Kartalian 
Wilton Graff 
Marjorie Bennett 
Terry Huntingdon 
Graham Ferguson 
Tom Symonds 
Howard Wendell 
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LOBBY SAFE 


Ernie Kovacs is first seen in 
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SALUTE KOVACS! 


In “Sail a Crooked Ship,” Ernie Kovacs 
plays a wacky mobster who shanghais a 
moth-balled Liberty ship in New York in 
order to rob a bank in Boston; naturally, 
he’s “The Captain” even if he can’t “drive” 
the vessel! Perhaps a local yachting club 
might want to make Kovacs an honorary 
captain. Work with them on appropriate 
local publicity, including a special certifi- 
cate which can be lobby-displayed. 


OPENING DAY! 


A comedy highlight of “Sail a Crooked 
Ship” is the manner in which Ernie 
Kovacs and his gang loot a Boston bank 
on Halloween Day, at a time when bank 
employees and bank patrons are all masked 
and costumed in true Halloween fashion! 
Make your opening a happy occasion by 
staging a Halloween party of your own 

. no matter what day you open the 
picture! Give away pieces of candy, 
pennies, etc., to adults and children who 
show up in costume, or masked; decorate 
for Halloween, have a witch or two on 
hand to handle theatre traffic, etc. 


REWARD POSTER 


In “Sail a Crooked Ship,” Ernie Kovacs 
yearns for the time when he can join 
the FBI’s gallery of “ten most wanted’ 
criminals. Arrange for locally-printed 
“Wanted” posters, using a Kovacs’ still 
and copy along the lines of “WANTED 
for stealing a ship in New York to rob a 
bank in Boston—‘Captain’ Bugsy G. 
Foglemeyer. For details, see etc.” 


THE MUSIC! 


Teen-age 
fay oUt ite 
Frankie Avalon 
sings “Oppo- 
sites Attract’’ in 
“Sail a Crooked 
Ship,” and it is 
included in his 
new Chancellor 
album “And 
Now About Mr. 
Avalon” along with the title song. 

In addition, Chancellor is including both 
tunes on a “33 Compact,” the new, small 
331, disc carrying four titles. A decorated 
sleeve for the “Compact” features film art 
and credits, above. 


* Use the album for disc jockey plugs. 


* Set up special music store windows, with 
stills and credits, using the new Avalon 
album; try to arrange for co-op adver- 
tising, package stuffers, counter cards. 


* Promote albums for theatre giveaways, 
contest prizes, etc. 


The songs also are included on a special 
theatre promotion record available free 
from the Exploitation Dept., Columbia 
Pictures, 711 5th Ave., N. Y. 22, N. Y. 
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SET COURSE BY STARS! 


ROBERT WAGNER —plays an inept ex-Navy officer who is 


kidnapped by Ernie Kovacs and his bungling band; he steers the “crooked 
ship” to Boston and, in time, prevents Ernie from escaping with his bank loot. 
Go after other ex-Navy officers: invite ’em to see and discuss Wagner’s role, 
to reminisce about fellow-officers who were as helpless as Wagner seems to 


be in the film, ete. 


DOLORES HART —plays the richest girl in the world, Wagner’s 


fiancee who is shanghaied with him. There’s room here for department store 
promotions, and a contest: “If I were the Richest Girl in the World, ’'d.. .” 


CAROLYN JONES— plays Ernie Kovacs’ heart-of-gold girl 


friend. She’s the one who brings a juke box aboard the “crooked ship,”— 
and there might be one in your lobby!—and who finds herself stranded with 
Robert Wagner in a lifeboat during a hurricane. This last is your cue for 
a comedy “survival” routine—a girl in a lifeboat in a store window, for a 


week prior to the opening of “Sail a Crooked Ship.” 


FRANKIE AVALON—:s Kovacs’ nephew, sings “Opposites 


Attract” in “Sail a Crooked Ship” (see “music” suggestions on this page) 
and hopes to join the Navy some day. Go after Frankie Avalon fans among 
the teen-agers, for music promotion possibilities but also to ask which they 
would prefer: Navy, Army, Air Corps, etc? There are more than 300 Frankie 
Avalon fan clubs throughout the country; a list is available from Exploitation 
Dept., Columbia Pictures’ Corp., 711 5th Ave., N.Y. 22, N.Y. Get in touch 
with local Frankie Avalon fan club, or start your own, and work with the 


members in promoting the star, the picture and the songs. 


ERNIE KOVACS—te's “the Captain” of the “crooked ship,” as 


infectiously wild as ever. Ernie’s cigar and mustache are world-famous “trade- 
marks”; use them both in your promotion routines. Guest-admit those men 
whose upper lip adornments most resemble Ernie’s; go after local Dutch 
Masters’ dealers (his TV sponsors) for store and window promotions. In ad- 
dition, of course, if local TV station carries any of Kovacs’ programs, spot 


announcements around his regular weekly show and other Kovacs’ programs. 
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TIE-UP STILLS! 


A wide variety of merchandising promotion possibilities can be found in the 
“Sail a Crooked Ship” stills—both in the regular exchange sets, and the 
following: 


Robert Wagner:—Still No. R71 (classified telephone book); Still No. 29 
(haberdashery). 


Dolores Hart:—Still Nos. R1, R6, R8, (hairdo, women’s wear); Still No. R4 
(leotard pajamas) ; Still No. R72 (ski costume). 


Carolyn Jones:—Still Nos. 3, 26 (leotards) ; Still Nos. 1, 4 (hairdo, women’s 
wear, jewelry) ; Still No. 2, (sweater) ; Still No. Pl (slacks). 


Frankie Avalon :—Still No. R7 (haberdashery) ; Still No. 10 (naval uniform). 


‘CROOKED SHIP 
SAILS STRAIGHT 
TO SHOWMANSHIP! 


Listed below are a number of “Crooked Ship” showmanship routines which 
might be used in the theatre and away from it. They are not offered in 
the order of importance; they are intended to show just what can be done 
to bring the picture to the attention of your community! Wherever possible, 
work with stores or other merchandising agents, with newspapers and 
radio/TV programs. 


® Exploitation Mat 
No. 4-A, shown at 
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@® Work with U.S. Navy, Coast Guard, Merchant Marine, local yacht club 
or similar agency. Arrange for a lifeboat to be placed in a store win- 
dow, hotel lobby or even out on ithe street in front of your theatre. 
Sign calls attention to lifeboat’s required-by-law contents and swim- 
suited girl in boat calls attention to picture, theatre and playdate! 


® If safety regulations permit, plant a ship’s gangplank at some point 
where patrons must use it on their way into or out of theatre. Theatre 
attendants, of course, should be dressed in nautical clothing. 


® Work luggage store, travel agency and similar tie-ups, geared to stills 
from the picture and a line like: “For Enjoyment, Sail a Cruise Ship— 
For Hilarity, ‘Sail a Crooked Ship’.” 


® Robert Wagner and Dolores Hart play an engaged couple who are kid- 
napped in “Sail a Crooked Ship.” Invite engaged couples from your 
town—special mailings to recently announced fiancees; girl free when 
fiance pays, at special showings, etc. 


@ Invite patrons to register their names in a “log” kept in your lobby; 
award guest tickets to names opposite lucky numbers. 


© Arrange for a “captain's table” at nearby cooperating restaurant; din- 
ner for two might be a useful contest prize. 


@ Set up, in lobby, a corner resembling a ship’s deck, complete with deck 
chair and swim-suited girl sunbathing. Siqn reads: “How'd You Like 


Dolores Hart? And, etc.” 


© Build porthole peep-boxes, for advance lobby and empty store win- 
dows. Patrons see poster art, stills and playdate copy. 


® Street-bally the picture with a girl in attention-getting costume, and a 
boy in regulation life jacket carrying a suitcase, a replica of a ma- 
chine gun or Pilgrim's blunderbuss, etc. Sign on life jacket: “We're 
on Our Way to ‘Sail a Crooked Ship’,” etc. 


® Send a man in maritime costume through the streets, armed with a 
megaphone through which he promotes picture. "Now Hear This! Now 
Hear This! ‘Sail a Crooked Ship’, etc.” 


@ Still No. R71, showing Robert Wagner looking through the yellow pages 
of the telephone book, might be used in a wide variety of merchandis- 
ing and other promotions. Remember, please, no real or implied en- 
dorsements. 


SELLING AIDS -<-22<s2sccesccs- 3 


FOUR OPEN-END INTERVIEWS! 
Robert Wagner! Dolores Hart! Frankie Avalon! 
and Ernie Kovacs! 


All four interviews available on a single disc, with mimeographed scripts 
for local commentator. Plant ‘em singly, with one show, or spread ‘em around 
your broadcast area! Order direct from Exploitation Dept., Columbia Pictures 
Corp., 711 5th Ave., New York 22, N. Y. 


TV TRAILERS: 


Perfect for your TV campaign, with space for local announcer to add on theatre and play- 
date information. Also a final freeze for super-imposed visual credits, if desired. Order direct 
from: Exploitation Dept., Columbia Pictures Corp., 711 Fifth Ave., N. Y. 22, N. Y. 


TRANSCRIPTIONS: 


A variety of spot announcements, all open end for local commentator to add theatre credits. 
Available on a single disc. Order through your Columbia exchange; transcription will be 


mailed from New York. 
TWO TELOPS: 


Style A, theatre and station identification. Style B, theatre advertising only. Prices; $5.00 with- 
out imprint, $7.50 with imprint; $2.00 for each additional slide or telop. Specify style and 
copy desired when you order direct from: QQ Title Card Co., 247 West 46th St., N. Y. 36, N. Y. 


PHOTO STORY: 


Story of film in stills and captions. Sent with your credits direct to cooperating newspaper 
or TV program. Order from: Columbia Pictures Publicity Dept., 711 Fifth Avenue, New York 22, 


N.Y. 
DISPLAYS: 


9’x12’ Flag: single face, $45.00; double face, $75.00. Badge: 40c. Streamer: 17’ long, $16.50 
each: Valance: $1.65 per running foot; minimum length, 10-foot. 12 pennant string; 30’ long, 
$3.50. Bumper strip: $1.00 each: minimum order 15. Order from National Flag Co., 43 West 
2lst St.. N. Y. 10, N. Y. In Canada: Theatre Poster Service, 227 Victoria St., Toronto. 
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of the Motion Picture Association of America. 
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ture Association of America, 28 W. 44th St., New York 36, N.Y, 
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Still No. 
Wagner and Dolores Hart find time 
for romance amidst the wacky doings 
of “Sail a Crooked Ship,” new Co- 
Jumbia comedy also starring Carolyn 
Jones and Frankie Avalon and co- 
starring Ernie Kovacs as the Captain. 


R79) Robert 


(General Advance) 


A bungling bunch of mad- 
balls, and a crackpot caper 
which involves the theft of a 
ship in New York in order to 
rob a bank in Boston, make 
Columbia Pictures’ “Sail a 
Crooked Ship” one of the 
funniest pictures of the year, 
according to Hollywood report. 
The: filepsepeniin g tigi-cccohstescctan cs 


AC be. wisi Sites Theatre, 
stars Robert Wagner, Dolores 
Hart, Carolyn Jones and 


Frankie Avalon, and co-stars 
Ernie Kovacs as the Captain. 

In actual fact, Kovacs plays 
a bungling burglar who is de- 
termined to go down in_ the 
annals of crime as a genius. 
With his assembled band of 
nitwits, he puts back into serv- 
iceable shape a  mothballed 
Liberty ship, and heads for 
Boston. Naturally, Ernie’s “the 
Captain,” even though neither 
he nor any member of his crew 
knows the first thing about 
maritime lore. 

Wagner and Dolores Hart 
play an engaged couple who 
become forcibly involved in 
Kovacs’ shenanigans. An inept 
ex-Navy officer, Wagner helps 
“drive” the heisted ship to Bos- 
ton despite fire, hurricane, a 
mutiny, Kovacs’ “cutie” along 
for the 


cruise, and sundry 
other near-disasters. 
Miss Hart and Carolyn 


Jones, as the “cutie,” reported- 
ly make a fine pair of comed- 
iennes, separately and together. 
The former is seen as a some- 
what stiff young society girl; 
the latter knows all about the 
fine art of man-handling and 
is perfectly willing to give 
lessons. Frankie Avalon, who 


(Review) 

Easily one of the funniest 
comedies in a year of happy 
entertainment, Columbia  Pic- 
tures’ “Sail a Crooked Ship” 
SWEDE ATO TNE als ncchesussscnsickit 
Theatre yesterday on gales of 
audience laughter. 

“Sail a Crooked Ship” is 
based on the Nathaniel Bench- 
ley best-seller in which a frus- 
trated burglar almost succeeds 
in getting himself into crime- 
dom’s hall of fame. Ernie Ko- 
vacs, in a superb performance, 
is the self-styled “Captain” who 
steals a mothballed Liberty 
ship and, with a nitwit band 
of fellow-bunglers, happily sets 
out for Boston to rob a bank. 
They are aided by a shanghaied 
ex-Navy officer who manages 
to bring them through such 
near-disasters as a hurricane, 
a fire, Kovacs’ kookie “cutie” 
who is along for the cruise, a 
mutiny and just about every- 
thing else that can happen, so 
long as it happens hectically 
and hilariously. 

Robert Wagner is delightful 
as the inept young man shang- 
haied by Kovacs, along with 
his prim fiancee, Miss Hart. 
And it is Wagner and Miss 
Hart who, after surviving the 
many hazards which beset a 
“crooked ship” and her nitwit 
crew, finally wangle Kovacs 
and company into a major 
naval battle—with the Coast 
Guard. They do it by using one 
of Miss Hart’s more elastic 
undergarments as a_provoca- 
tive slingshot, no less! 

Carolyn Jones is the “cutie” 
in the case, a girl who knows 
she looks good in a bathing 
suit, perfectly willing to give 
almost anybody lessons in the 
fine art of man-handling. 
Frankie Avalon, the recording 
artist, sings two tunes in the 
course of the film but this is 
not half so important as the 
fact that he plays the Captain’s 
nephew who wants to join the 
Navy some day and welcomes 
this chance to get in a little 
sea duty. 

Frank Gorshin also stars in 
“Sail a Crooked Ship,” as a 
memory wizard who knows all 
about everything, except human 
nature. Jesse White and Har- 
vey Lembeck are others in the 
cast. 


(Dolores Hart) 


It’s a pretty big step from 
something like “Francis of 
Assisi” to the zany antics of 
“Sail a Crooked Ship,” the new 
Columbia comedy at the .......... 
Be Sere Theatre. Lovely, blonde 
Dolores Hart made the person- 
ality change involved without 
too much trouble 


Miss Hart currently stars at 
th my 4 17 


JESSE WHITE 


(Carolyn Jones) 


An Academy Award nominee, 
Carolyn Jones currently stars 
METRE coesscssseets odd Theatre with 
Robert Wagner, Dolores Hart. 
Frankie Avalon and_ co-star 
Ernie Kovacs as the Captain 
in the zany new Columbia Pic- 
tures’ comedy, “Sail a Crooked 
Ship.” Miss Jones won the 
Academy Award nomination 
for her performance in “The 
Bachelor Party,” and both the 
performance and the nomina- 
tion led to her being referred 
to as an “overnight star.” 

This, to the talented young 
actress, is one of the most un- 
pleasant of all references. 
“Actually 1 worked, went hun- 
gry, studied, worked some 
more and went hungry some 
more for seven years in Holly- 
wood, waiting for that break,” 
she says. She took every role 
she could get—in television, in 
films, on the stage—because “I 
wanted to work, and most of 
all I wanted to learn. Work, 
some drudgery, a lot of pa- 
tience and an almost over- 
weening ambition are part and 
parcel of becoming a star. All 
that and talent, too.” 

Miss Jones has a tremendous 
respect for one of her co-stars 
in the new comedy, “an excel- 
lent example of an actor whom 
people constantly refer to as 
an ‘overnight star,’ yet who has 
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(Ernie Kovacs) 


Either motion picture pro- 
ducers promote Ernie Kovacs 
or he’s going to quit. The zany 


comic made this announce- 
ment during production of Co- 
lumbia Pictures’ “Sail on 


Crooked Ship,” in which he 
co-stars as the Captain. Also 
starring are Robert Wagner, 
Dolores Hart, Carolyn Jones 
and Frankie Avalon at the 
Theatre. 

Ernie’s been a captain in five 
of his recent films, and he 
thinks it’s about time he was 
moved up a grade or two. In 
actual fact, considering the 
kind of captain he usually is, 
film audiences might have 
their doubts about upgrading 
him. In “Operation Mad Ball,” 
for example, Ernie was an 
Army captain in postwar Ger- 
many whose desperate efforts to 
maintain discipline were  cir- 
cumvented by Jack Lemmon 
and every non-com and private 
around, with Ernie ultimately 
winding up as a suspected spy. 
In “Wake Me When It’s Over,” 
he played a relaxed Air Force 
Captain in the Pacific whose 
antics led to the construction 
and operation of a major resort 
development, built and manned 
by his own men. In “Our Man 
in Havana,” he played a Cuban 
police captain whose authority 
pies undermined by 
Alec Guinness’ * i > af 
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appears as Kovacs nephew, a 
youngster who hopes some day 
to join the Navy and welcomes 
this chance to sail with his 
screwball uncle. 

Frank Gorshin also stars in 
“Sail a Crooked Ship” as a 
memory wizard who knows 
just about all about everything 
and Jesse White and Harvey 
Lembeck are other members of 
the zany crew assembled by 
producer Philip Barry, Jr., and 
director Irving Brecher to “Sail 
a Crooked Ship.” 

Screenplay for the film, a 
Philip Barry production, was 
written by Ruth Brooks Flip- 
pen and Bruce Geller, from the 
best-selling Nathaniel Benchley 
novel. 


(Robert Wagner) 


Determination, ability and 
Spencer Tracy—not necessarily 
in that order—probably are 
the major reasons Robert Wag- 
ner is starred at the ..2......c.... 
Theatre with Dolores Hart, 
Carolyn Jones, Frankie Avalon 
and co-star Ernie Kovacs as 
the Captain in Columbia Pic- 
tures’ hectic new comedy, “Sail 
a Crooked Ship.” Wagner feels 
Tracy helped him immeasur- 
ably by insisting he be co- 
starred with the veteran actor 
in “The Mountain.” 

Wagner preferred acting to 
anything else and, after his 
graduation, made a deal with 
his father: he had one year to 
get a foot in the door of his 
chosen profession and_ his 
father would do everything he 
could to help. If young Bob 
failed, he would enter the busi- 
ness world. 

The elder Mr. Wagner helped 
the son win an interview with 
director William Wellman who 
handed him a small part in 
“The. Happy”, .Years:-.. Six 
empty months followed; some 
impromptu entertaining in a 
Beverly Hills restaurant led 
Wagner to a studio contract 
and continued near-oblivion. 
He became a “test boy,” which 
meant he merely appeared op- 
posite any new actress who 
came on the lot to be screen- 
tested for a part or for a con- 
tract. He was working, but he 
wasn't acting for audiences. 

In time, however, Wagner 
did move into pictures, in in- 
creasingly more important 
roles. He appeared in such 
films as “The Halls of Monte- 
zuma,” “What Price Glory,” 
“The Silver Whip,” “Titanic,” 
“Beneath the 12-Mile Reef” 
and, his first starring role, 
“Prince Valiant.” “Broken 
Lance,” in which he appeared 
as Spencer Tracy’s son, led to 
“The Mountain.” 
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Frankie Avalon and _ co-star 
Ernie Kovacs as the Captain; 
she plays a modern young so- 
ciety girl to whom nothing 
much has ever happened — 
romantically or otherwise—un- 
til she and her fiance are kid- 
napped by as bird-brained a 
pack of bank bandits as ever 
hit the screen. Then, just about 
everything that can happen to 
a girl does happen—including 
a lonely seagull, a larcenous 
“other woman,” a storm at sea, 
and a battle with the Coast 
Guard in which one of her 
more elastic undergarments 
comes in handy as a slingshot, 
and sundry other daffy diffi- 


culties. 


(Frankie Avalon) 


Frankie Avalon, the sensa- 
tional young singing star who 
recently moved into the motion 
picture world to achieve a suc- 
cess comparable to that he en- 
joys as one of the nation’s top 
recording artists, turns to all- 
out comedy in Columbia Pic- 
tures’ “Sail a Crooked Ship,” 
NOW alte 32. 2). Theatre 
with Robert Wagner, Dolores 
Hart, Carolyn Jones and co- 
star Ernie Kovacs as the Cap- 
tain. 

Frankie made his film bow 
with Alan Ladd in “Guns of 
the Timberland.” He appeared 
in “The Alamo” and in ‘“Voy- 
age to the Bottom of the Sea.” 
Now in the new Philip Barry 
production, “Sail a Crooked 
Ship,” young Avalon plays the 
bewildered nephew of the most 
bungling bank robber of all 
time, Bugsy G. Foglemeyer, 
alias the Captain; it’s the most 
important role of his screen 
career. At the same time, young 
Avalon gets to sing two songs: 
the title tune and “Opposites 
Attract.” 


(Advance Notice) 


Columbia Pictures’ ‘Sail a 
Crooked Ship,” zany new 
comedy of a nitwit band who 
steal a ship in New York in 
order to rob a bank in Boston, 
Er lg ee RI ire at the 
nefeil ke Seed: tom ete Theatre. Robert 
Wagner, Dolores Hart, Carolyn 
Jones and Frankie Avalon star 
and Ernie Kovacs co-stars as 
the self-appointed Captain, a 
thwarted crook with grandiose 
plans. Frank Gorshin also stars 
and Jesse White and Harvey 
Lembeck are featured. A Philip 
Barry production, “Sail a 
Crooked Ship” is based on a 
screenplay by Ruth Brooks 
Flippen and Bruce Geller from 
the best-selling novel by Na- 
thaniel Benchley. Philip Barry, 
Jr., produced the film and 
Irving Brecher directed “Sail 


a Crooked Ship.” 


to become the performer he is 
today.” He is Robert Wagner, 
and Miss Jones plays a_ girl 
who pursues him, _ literally, 
through storm and. strife. 
Screenplay for “Sail a 
Crooked Ship” was written by 
Ruth Brooks Flippen and Bruce 
Geller, based on the best-selling 
novel by Nathaniel Benchley. 
Philip Barry, Jr., produced 
“Sail a Crooked Ship” and 


Irving Brecher directed. 


(‘The Crooked Ship’) 


One of the largest indoor 
“props” ever used by Holly- 
wood was built by Columbia 
Pictures for “Sail a Crooked 
Ship.” The prop is_ the 
“crooked ship” itself, a World 
War II vintage Liberty ship 
that figures importantly in the 
zany new comedy now at the 
wie ctodpaiud Theatre. The film 
stars Robert Wagner, Dolores 
Hart, Carolyn Jones, Frankie 
Avalon and also stars Ernie 
Kovacs as the Captain. 

The “crooked ship” meas- 
ured 110 ft. in length and 
stood over 30 feet high. It took 
35 men, working full time on 
the project, one month to build 
the ship. There are a life boat 
deck, bridge deck, wheel deck 
and wheel house, three cabins 
and the main deck. Cost of the 
project exceeded $50,000. Two 
entire sound stages were taken 
over at Columbia for the ship’s 
construction. 

Screenplay for “Sail a 
Crooked Ship” was written by 
Ruth Brooks Flippen and Bruce 
Geller, based on the best-selling 
novel by Nathaniel Benchley. 
Philip Barry, Jr., produced 
“Sail a Crooked Ship” and 


Irving Brecher directed. 


Vaptain of Immigration com- 
pletely bewildered by Cantin- 
flas’ doubletalk. 

Now,” in "Sail 4. Croakwd 
Ship,” Ernie plays Bugsy G. 
Foglemeyer, thwarted criminal 
genius who pronounces him- 
self a “Captain,” and steals a 
ship in order to rob a bank. 
With the help of kidnapped 
ex-Navy officer Robert Wag- 
ner, Bugsy triumphs over 
fire, mutiny, hurricane, colli- 
sion, Halloween, bankers, police 
and sundry other near-disasters. 
“Sail a Crooked Ship” doesn’t 
end with Ernie in possession of 
the loot, of course, but he does 
keep his self-appointed cap- 
taincy. But, he complains, 
“why couldn’t I be an admiral 
or a general?” 

A Philip Barry production, 
“Sail a Crooked Ship” also 
stars Frank Gorshin and fea- 
tures Jesse White and Harvey 
Lembeck. The screenplay was 
written by Ruth Brooks Flippen 
and Bruce Geller, based on the 
best-selling novel by Nathaniel 
Benchley. Philip Barry, Jr., 
produced “Sail a Crooked 
Ship” and Irving Brecher di- 
rected, 


(He's ‘the Captain!’) 

Ernie Kovacs takes to the 
sea in his zany new Columbia 
comedy, “Sail a Crooked 
Ship,” with Robert Wagner, 
Dolores Hart, Carolyn Jones 
and Frankie Avalon at the 
ck, Mae Theatre. Ernie’s “‘the 
Captain,” a thwarted criminal 
“genius” named Bugsy G. 
Foglemeyer who steals a ship 
in New York in order to rob 
a bank in Boston. He isn’t even 
bothered by the fact that he 
doesn’t know a rudder from a 
canoe paddle; Ernie’s ‘“‘the 


Captain!” 


(Mat 2A; Still No. R69) “Sail a Crooked Ship” stars in a scene from the zany 
comedy; they are, from left to right, Dolores Hart, Robert Wagner, Ernie Kovacs 


as the Captain, Carolyn Jones and Frankie Avalon. 


Nathaniel Benchley’s best-seller. 


The film is based on 
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